Emergency Preparedness for Alaskans:
Wind Events

Alaska is a land of beauty and wilderness, well-
known for extremes, potential danger and hazards.
Being alert and aware of inevitable weather-related
emergencies enables citizens to be best prepared for
these events. Climate is becoming more unpredict-
able, and extreme wind events are occurring more
frequently around the state. Even if your house was
not previously in a wind-prone region, that could
change.

Basic emergency preparedness involves risk assess-
ment, preventative measures and mitigation. Is your
property in a wind-prone area? Topographical maps
and local information may assist you in this deter-
mination. e Matanuska Valley, Delta Junction
and other river valleys are known for signi cant
winds, and Fairbanks has been experiencing more
high winds that are wreaking havoc on power lines
and causing power outages. Alaska is rarely a ected
by tornadoes, but thunderstorms may also result in
high winds, and these are becoming more frequent.
Straight-line winds — localized, powerful gusts of
wind that come out of the base of a thunderstorm
— and other localized wind events can cause dam-
age similar to that caused by a tornado.

Alaskas Aleutian Islands and western coastal areas
are 0 en exposed to signi cant fall and winter
storms, with strong winds that may impact large
areas of the state.  ese storms gather strength from
large expanses of open ocean and may cause storm
surges and ooding. Because the fall coastal ice
pack forms later in Western Alaska with increas-
ing warming in the north, there is no longer an ice
bu er to protect the coast from erosion during fall
and winter storms. As a result, whole villages are

in danger and will have to be moved. Storm surges
may also be caused by tsunamis, distant hurricanes

or other weather events and can cause similar ood-
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