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U N I V E R S I T Y  O F  A L A S K A  F A I R B A N K S

Factors to Consider in Selecting a Soil 
Testing Laboratory

Soil testing is an integral part of efficient nutrient man-
agement for both farm fields and home gardens. There 
are many different types of chemical tests that can be 
done on soil. When you send a soil sample for analysis, it 
is important to select the tests that will provide you with 
the most useful information. This publication provides 
guidelines for selecting which chemical tests you should 
request and some options for soil-testing laboratories that 
use these procedures.

Types of Soil Tests

Soil tests are designed to extract a portion of an essent

can differ numerically — even though they are all “good” 

fields with different soil test values. A crop is grown, and 
the yield of the crop is used to develop recommendations 
for how much fertilizer to apply at different soil test levels. 
This “calibration” research is performed using specific soil 
test procedures. Thus, to effectively use the recommenda-
tions developed from the research, a soil sample must be 
analyzed using those same procedures.



for current prices and assistance in finding the least ex-
pensive way to meet your soil testing requirements.

Soil Testing Laboratories

The following list of laboratories provides some options 
for meeting your soil testing needs. The list is not exhaus-
tive and is only intended to provide some examples of 
suitable soil testing laboratories. However, soil types and 
growing conditions in Alaska are unique, so the number 
of soil-testing laboratories offering the exact set of tests 
used in Alaska is very limited.

SoilTest Farm Consultants
2925 Driggs Dr.
Moses Lake, WA 98837
1-800-764-1622
www.soiltestlab.com
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