
 

 
 
CHEM F100X UX1  
Chemistry in Complex Systems, 4 cr 
Summer 2023 
 
Instructor:  Chris L. Whittle, Ph.D.  

Office Hours: Fridays 5:30-6:30 p.m.  
Email: clwhittle@alaska.edu  
Telephone: 907-687-7833 

I will be available at this number and by email during office hours, but you are welcome to 
contact me via email and I will respond as soon as possible. 
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The overall objective of this class is to provide you with a basic literacy of chemical and 
biochemical principles, which requires: knowledge of historical aspects of chemistry; an 
essential understanding of the structure of matter and molecular activity that underlie and helps 
explain complex systems; an appreciation for the similarities and differences between science 
and other ways of knowing; an ability to describe and explain essential scientific issues that 
confront us as citizens, including the limitations of science. 
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Lab Kit 
 
Lab Manual and supplementary readings are contained within Blackboard. 
 
Chemistry in Context, 10th Edition (American Chemical Society) 
 
This nationally designed text is part of the “Science Education for New Civic Engagement and 
Responsibility” curriculum approach. While there is less memorization of chemical facts, there is 
more thought about how the science is part of everyday life and policy. The text is organized into 
several sections based on current social and political issues. The ecosystem services of air, water, 
food, and energy provide a relevant framework to define chemical language and describe matter 



7 pre-labs 10 70 7 
6 labs 15 90 9 



Most work is due on the Monday of the week by 11:59 p.m.  Check the Course Calendar for 
special due dates that are notated in blue. 



of us get to know your community and local manifestations of chemical concepts. General 
guidelines for grading are as follows: 

Points Original Post (7 pts) 
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Read the NPR article and write a 1-page (double-spaced) summary that addresses one of the 
topic paragraphs from the article that expresses your perspective.  Provide at least one cited 
reference that supports your stance.   
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Electronic mail is usually the best method of communicating for all. When contacting me by 
email, include: Chem 100X and the subject (e.g., Lab 1) in the subject line.  Inquiries from 
students will be acknowledged promptly—usually in less than 24 hours.  If you have not 
received a response within 2 working days (48 hours) you may contact the Chemistry 
Department for assistance.  Graded assignments will be returned within a week of their due date. 
Pre-labs that require feedback will be returned by Saturday. Office hours are a time when I will 
be available by the contact methods listed at the top of this syllabus.  Assignments and tests will 
be graded and returned with any 



As described on above, students not satisfactorily active in the first part of the term will be 
dropped or withdrawn from the class, so justification for a No Basis grade is very unlikely. In 
case of extenuating circumstances later in the term, an Incomplete may be negotiated. 
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The grade “I” (Incomplete) is a temporary grade used to indicate that the student has 
satisfactorily completed (C or better) the majority of work in a course but for personal reasons 
beyond the student’s control, such as sickness, s/he not been able to complete the course during 
the regular semester. As according to UAF grading policy, negligence or indifference are not 
acceptable reasons for an “I” grade. 

 

First day of instruction/late registration begins Monday      
May 22 

Deadline for 100 percent refund of tuition and fees Friday            
June 2 





affiliation or belief, genetic information, or other legally protected status. The University's 
commitment to nondiscrimination, including against sex discrimination, applies to students, 
employees, and applicants for admission and employment. Contact information, applicable laws, 
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The Chemistry & Biochemistry Department Policy on Cheating is: “Any student caught cheating 
will be assigned a course grade of F. The student’s academic advisor will be notified of this 
failing grade and the student will not be allowed to drop the course.” Communication between 


