


�‡ Develop effective techniques for oral presentation of original research 
�‡ Develop effective techniques for optimizing positive group dynamics and productivity as a team 

player and as a group leader.  
 
 

Instructional Methods Instructional methods will consist of about 40% traditional lecture on material from the text book and 
60% discussion and interpretation of peer-reviewed literature.  

Text:  Basic Neurochemistry: Molecular, Cellular and Medical Aspects by George J. Siegel (Editor), 8th 
edition. 

  
Other Required 
Reading:   
 
 

Original research and review articles as assigned 
 

Exams and Grading: Exams and quizzes will typically consist of a subset of review questions provided in class.    There will 
be no make-up exams or quizzes except under extreme circumstances.  If such circumstances arise 
notify Dr. Drew (474-7190) before the scheduled time of the exam.  If a make-up exam is approved it 
must be completed within 1 week of the original exam.  Any student suspected by the instructor of 
cheating on a quiz or exam may be assigned a course grade of F; course drop forms will not be signed in 
these cases.  The letter grades assigned will be based on the overall performance of the class but 
will usually be in the range 90-100=A, 80-90=B, 70-79=C, 60-69=D, and below 60 is failing. 
 

Drop a quiz option Students may attend up to 3 online seminars at http://neuroseries.info.nih.gov/  and write a critical 
review of each presentation addressing areas for improvement in slide formatting/graphics, development 
of background and significance appropriate for the audience, communication of  a hypothesis and 
overall rigor of experimental design, clarity of results, soundness of interpretation and discussion of 
caveats that limit interpretation or application of research findings.  These 3 critical reviews may 
substitute for one quiz grade.    


