
 

 

2024-2025 Student Belonging and Community Awards 
Request for Proposals (RFP) 

 
Description: 
A strong sense of belonging has a significant impact on student success and well-being. One of the key 
reasons that students consider leaving a university is because they lack a sense of belonging. Belonging 
and social integration also correlate with many of the things that drive student success and lifelong 
fulfillment, including academic success and motivation, self-efficacy, a greater sense of self-worth, and 
overall mental wellbeing. Further, students who feel like they belong on campus are also more likely to 
use support resources like academic advising and financial aid. 
 
The Office of Undergraduate Research and Scholarly Activity (URSA) has funding available for up to 
$5,000 for projects focused on cultivating a culture of respect, connection, belonging, and community for 
undergraduate students at UAF and UAF-affiliated campuses. Priority will be given to proposals that 
align with UAF-wide initiatives for improving the experience for undergraduate students, promoting 
student success, and fostering a sense of belonging and community while advocating for fair treatment of 
students. Students, staff, and faculty are encouraged to apply to fund applied research or 
scholarly/creative activities that support priority areas including, but not limited to, one or more of the 
following: 

● fostering connectedness, belonging, and sense of community; 
● embracing both commonalities and diversity within the human experience; 
● cultivating kindness, compassion, and gratitude toward each other and ourselves; 
● highlighting connections between community/personal identities and sustainability in the UAF 

community/environment; 
● sparking dialogue about environmental and social issues that have a disproportionately negative 

impact on communities of color; 
● providing opportunities for project-based and applied learning for the UAF community. 

 
Award Details: 

● The funding limit for this RFP is $5,000 
● Applicants may apply as an individual or as a group but are required to identify at least one 

eligible undergraduate student upon awarding.  
● Funds may be used towards an undergraduate student fellowship, undergraduate student tuition 

(up to 4 credits for a course related to the project), travel to a fieldwork location, consumable 
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Student Eligibility: 
● Degree-



 

g. Please indicate the Fiscal Office to administer the award: 
i. College of Business and Security Management (CBSM) 

ii. College of Engineering and Mines (CEM) 



 

h. Project Training and Approvals 
i. Some, but not all, projects involve special training and/or approvals. 

Please check all that apply. 
1. research involving human participants, use of vertebrates, use of 



 

4. Applicant Agreements: 
a. Applicant(s) found responsible for plagiarizing any part of their application will be 

disqualified from receiving funding for this proposal and may be disqualified from future 
funding opportunities. 

b. Undergraduate Student Applicant(s) understand that… 
i. … eligibility for funding depends on undergraduate student applicant(s) 




